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warranted, the Department of Justice takes 
legal action to protect our citizens from dis-
crimination based on race, color, religion, 
sex, or national origin. 

Finally, we are working to increase the 
supply of accessible housing for citizens with 
disabilities. HUD continues to aggressively 
enforce the law on behalf of people with dis-
abilities, and the Department is working co-
operatively with builders, architects, and oth-
ers to provide technical assistance to help 
construct more handicapped-accessible 
housing. 

Fair Housing Month provides an oppor-
tunity to place special emphasis on our goal 
to increase homeownership throughout our 
country. Together, we can advance toward 
a future where all our citizens have access 
to a key element of the American Dream— 
homeownership. 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
by virtue of the authority vested in me by 
the Constitution and laws of the United 
States, do hereby proclaim April 2003 as Na-
tional Fair Housing Month. I call upon the 
people of the United States to learn more 
about their rights and responsibilities under 
the Fair Housing Act and the roles they can 
individually and collectively play to combat 
housing discrimination. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this fifteenth day of April, in the 
year of our Lord two thousand three, and 
of the Independence of the United States of 
America the two hundred and twenty-sev-
enth. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:45 a.m., April 17, 2003] 

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the 
Federal Register on April 18. 

Letter to the Speaker of the House of 
Representatives Requesting Disaster 
Relief Funds 
April 15, 2003 

Dear Mr. Speaker: 
In accordance with provisions of Public 

Law 107–73, the Departments of Veterans 

Affairs and Housing and Urban Develop-
ment, and Independent Agencies Appropria-
tions Act, 2002, I hereby request and make 
available $250 million for the disaster relief 
program of the Department of Homeland 
Security (DHS). 

These funds would allow DHS to continue 
providing assistance for disasters in several 
States, including the recovery of the Colum-
bia space shuttle and the damaging winter 
storms on the East Coast. These funds also 
would be available for ongoing response to 
prior disasters and to ensure that DHS has 
resources on hand to provide timely response 
to future disasters. 

I designate these funds made available 
today as an emergency requirement pursuant 
to section 251(b)(2)(A) of the Balanced 
Budget and Emergency Deficit Control Act 
of 1985, as amended. 

The details of this action are set forth in 
the attached letter from the Director of the 
Office of Management and Budget. I concur 
with his comments and observations. 

Sincerely, 

George W. Bush 

Letter to Congressional Leaders 
Transmitting a Report on the 
National Emergency With Respect to 
Significant Narcotics Traffickers 
Centered in Colombia 
April 15, 2003 

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:) 
As required by section 401(c) of the Na-

tional Emergencies Act, 50 U.S.C. 1641(c), 
and 204(c) of the International Emergency 
Economic Powers Act, 50 U.S.C. 1703(c), I 
transmit herewith a 6-month periodic report 
prepared by my Administration on the na-
tional emergency with respect to significant 
narcotics traffickers centered in Colombia 
declared in Executive Order 12978 of Octo-
ber 21, 1995. 

Sincerely, 

George W. Bush 

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Dennis 
Hastert, Speaker of the House of Representatives, 
and Richard B. Cheney, President of the Senate. 


